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'Ttl . is $''70 billion that could be used to provide support for publiC"
'~:t~i .':,:·Ii ::. _,':, '; '; I'.", ~":ar and governmental ("PEGII) access to the broadcast media. I:

'::'>~rCial,; non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
;~g'citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports,'
.: :",*tirning, community inv~lvement and democratic discourse ov:er a',
;6rt.:nedia. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give nor1,-:profj~~.
/>~~~ individuals the abilitY to generate and disseminate inforri:,ation
>;"~~/.~astly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
"i~,~y the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our chi~dren
.~..' the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all. '.

'~~':?'::':I!':,~',:: :;~ ,~::

:~: ~~espectfutly urge the COmmission to hold the issuance of thesJ·
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03/21/1997 12:55 FROM Ctr for Educ Design

:< ~~;(f;ieed fiundt, Chairman ~;
:' ,:Commtinications Commission

1: M'Street; Suite 814
, : ,',' :' ' :;

" (lgtbn, DC 20554
:" ".', '"" ,~ :

"~;,;O~.:beha~ of the Alliance fo'r Community Media, fellow users of my:;?
", ',~o('!'!,. ( oil ••'1:-;.,''' 'r. , ,"~:;:" unitY: acce,ss center, non-profit groups around the country, and Americah
, . til,;, respectfully urge you:' and other members of the Commission to \:",:

" '" " ",:',: ",' '1(0:

:is~:'Jl'ng "~igitalll licenses tQ the broadcast television industry u~til'

",m~:~s they are ready to u$e them, and to demand that televisiorl' ,':;~' .',,',.,'
."'S~~s co:mpensate the fed~ral government for their use of pUbl~ prop'er;ty~;:: :',

.~~·::i~:::;~~,~;~:~ :' > ~~. ~_~:'_. ,'j':.,",

jijl"oumay know, a numb~r of representatives of the broadcastin6 ind~try ':i:>
'.• ;~. I;:'; '/ \.~ ":.; ;.; . :' ",'

., ,,~p;iJnced within the past ~w weeks that their plans to implem~nt

';}t~~vision" have been del~yed, with most industry sources sta~ing .
';';speetrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended nO'

.':ih~r1 1999, and perhaps e.Jen later than that. In the meantime, ~it is .
'K4t:'\they'will begin to UsS~ the spectrum for non-television serJ,ices
,"~$' for 'which the rest of the wireless telecommunications inaustry'

"~":":;'~'~~ ,,' '.~, .
id}'t:\arket-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away

,,": ~'~i;: public resource, this rr10ve will also have the effect of .
,)6lsters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other
.:~,....-.:- ,',

,"S!, .
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330-336-7919
Fax 330·335·2711

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, D,C, 20554

;::\1 p
",-,&>' \. ~

RECEIVED
NAY 8 1991

Dear Chairman Hundt:
Federal wOmmUnlCltlons Commission

Offlceot8ecreraly

On behalfof the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access center, non-profit
groups around the count!)', and American taxpayers, Trespectfully urge you and other members of the
Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until suoh time as they are
ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal govermnent for their
use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within the
past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most industry
sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than
1999, lind perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use t.he spectrum
for non-television services - - semces for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has
paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move
will also have the effect ofgiving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and governmental
("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly suoeessful model for
creatingand promoting citizen involvement in local affairs, PEG access supports distance learning,
community involvement and democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission hal: an
opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the abilitY to generate and disseminate information
using the vastly increased carrying capa.city of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital
specttum at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Intbrmation Superhighway to all.

/

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance ofthese valuable Iicneses in abeyance until
such time as the bl'Oadc.asting industry indicates its willingness to ad uately compensate American
taxpayers for the use oftheir property.

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association ofBroadcasters

"A BETTER COMMUNITY THROUGH COMMUNICATION"
TOTAL P.01
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Conrad W, Jo:rdan
2439 Netherwoodpr,
Saint Louis f MO, 63136
April 15, 1997

Mr. Reed E. Hundt
Director FCC
1919 M. Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir:

RECEIVED

MAY 8 1991
Federal Communications Commission

Office of Secretary

Digital Television
Citizens Band Radio

Why can't the television industry simply gradually
integrate digital television into the current system1 Is
it true that in nine years everyone in the U.S. will no
longer be able to receive analog broadcast? Is it true that
everyone will have to purchase a digital television? Is
it true that the cost will be expensive, I hear around
$2000.00 per set. Who's stupid idea is it to drop this
bomb on poor people anyway?

Have you heard the garbage and filth on the CB airwaves
nowadays? I know this may be more of a regional problem, but
citizens band radio is too crowded. You should make it more
difficult to get a license. If you can't do that then just
shut down, and keep shutting down until there is sOme
improvement. The CBers' are just abusing the air with filthy
talk. Someone should monitor this stuff and take away
licenses for at least two years minimum. That's my opinion.

CJ



The Hon, ~$.d Hundt. ChOlirman
reCleral CommurllcatlOns Comml,slon
1919 M Street. Guite 014
Wochington, OC 2055<1

SY..EAX: (202) 418·2801

Dcar Chairman Hundt:

r:\l
(;.~i"

P.131

Ui,TE FiLf:D DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL .

MAY ,,8 1991

Federal Communications Commission
Office 01 Setr9taly

On behalf of Itll:1 Allii::lll~t:l [of Community Media, fellow users of my community aoco:)s ccnter, non profit groupr;
arou"d the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other t'l1embers of the Commission to riA!fly
issuing :'digital" Iicens~s to the broadcar;t television ,"l1u~riY until such lime as they are ready to usa ttlem. and to
demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government fUllfteir UStl ur ~uulic propelty.

A.. you m3Y know, 3 number of r6pr8~entatives cf the broadcClsting indw.try have ~nr'10unr.FHi within thF! r~!';t

few WI3P-ks that thl?lr plan~ to implement "(1IQltal television" have been delayed, with most Industry sources stating that
tna spectrum will bEl u~1:td (ur tl iii PUI~ses for whicll it was i1,tended no earlief than 1999, III nd perhaps even latar than
that. In the moantlmo, it 13 II/<oly that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television seNiees •• seNices fot whj~h
the r,at of th@ wir~les~ tetec:cmmllnlc;.ltions industry has pard marKet-based rates at public auction. In addition to
Qivlng away a valuable lJulJlic rl:lSOUICl;l, t1lis 100V* will alblJ llcsve the effect of giving broadcasters an unfaIr compctltiYc
odyontogc in rclotion to other wireless Information i'lNica providers.

Tllb i:s $70 lJiliiOIl that could be u~ed to provIde support for public, educational flnd govornmental (IlrEC")
accee~ to the bro::Ldcast media. Non.commercial, non.~(ofit PEG is dI highly SllCCf'~~fIJI mortAl for ~rA;jtino ::md
prnmoting r.lli7P..n involvement in local affairs. r't:G access supports dIstance learnIng, community Involveflll:lnt 4=llld
dt:illlucii£ltic uil:l(,;uUIl::il:: over a vilriety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to gl~e non-profit cntitic~ Qnd
indlviduats the ability to generate and disseminate Information using the vl'l~tly inr.rp.~'''Ari r.;:myino oapacity of, digital
tP.lfl.VI~IM. I-'unds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend tl1~ lJl;f1~ftl~

of the IllrunnCltion Supertligtlway to all.

w~ risplictf'ully IlrOA thA r.ommi~~io" to holrt the issuance of the~e valuable licenses In abeyance until such
time as the broadcasting Industry indicates irs willingness to adequately compensat~ ArJlt:li~C1Il IQ~I-'"y~r:;j ror' lhe use of
their property,

Sincerely,

'b~ R CJ~

r.r.' Fnwi\rd 0 frltts
Natiot'81 A330clotion of Brot:ldoaatcr3
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
F~.deral Cummunications Commission
1919 M Street, SuiLe ~14

Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RJ=t:~I\/ED

MAY 8 1997

F8\iitilU wlflmunlclUon, Commlnion
OffIce of S8CIIIIIY

On behalf of lhe Alliance for Community Media, fellow Uscrs of my community access center, non-profit
groups around tile counLry, and American taxpayers. I respectfully urge you and uther members of the
Commission to delay issuing ·'digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until sueh time as they
arc ready to lise thern, and to demand that television broadcast.crs compensate the federal government for
their use ufpuhlic property.

As you may know. a number of representatives of the broadca1lling industry have announced within the past
few wceks Lhat their plans tu implement ;'digital tclevision" have been delayed, with must industry sources
stating that the spectrum will be u~ed for the purrn~s for which it was intended no earlier thall 1999. and
perhaps even later than that. In the meantime. it is likely that they will begillLO use t.he splX:Lrum for non·
television services foc which the rest of the wireless telccommunications industry has paid market-based
raleli at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable puhlie resource, this move will also have the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair compeliLive advantage in rc)a(ioll to other wireless information
service providers. This is $70 billion that could be used 1.0 provide support for puhlic, educatiollal nnd
governmental ("PEO") access to the broadcast media.

NOll-commercial. non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and prumoting citizen
involvement in local affairs. PEG aCCess SUppOl'lS distance leaming, c(lmmunity involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has all opporlunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and dissemiuate inform'ltion using the vastly increased
carrying capacity of digital television. Punds generllted by the. sale of digital l;pectrum at auctiun eould
help our children and extend the henefits of the Informmiun Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge lile Commission to hold the issuance of these valuahle license!; in abeyance until such
time as the broadcasling industry indicates its willingness to adcquillely compensate American taxpayers for
(he usc of their property.

Sincerely,

Carrick Mundell

520321>" Ave.

Seattle, WA 98122

cc.: Edward O. Fritts

National A,sliuciation of Broadcasters



MRR-27-1997 17:15 FROM D'YOUUIllE COll lIBRRRY TO 91202418280119 P.02

March 27, 1997

Michele Farrell
219 Nassau Ave.
Kenmore, Ne\J York 14217

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairperson
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

k/v1b7--Ui

DOCKET FILE Copy ORIGINAL
LATE FILED

'iJ"'"
J. "

MAY.w 8 1991

Federal CommUnications lIommission
OffIce of Secretaly

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my
communicy access center, non-profit groups around the country, and American
taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing ffdigital fl licenses to the broadcast television industry until
such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public
property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting
industry
have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement
"digital celevision II have been delayed, with most industry sources stating
that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no
earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. -In the meantime, it is
likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services
-- services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry
has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away
a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of
giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other
wireless informacion service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used co provide support for public,
educational and governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media.
Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports
distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profi~

entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information
using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children
and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry
indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for
the use of their property_

------~---
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Cape Cod Community Television
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March 27. 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

By FAX: ll02HI8-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

MAY 8 1991
foGel'll (.;I)mmumcatlons Lommission

OffIce of Secretaly

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media., fellow users of my community access center, non-profit
groups around the country, and American taXpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission
to delay issuing "digital" licenses (0 the broadcast television industry untilsu<:h time a-'s they are reid)' to use them.
and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use ofpublic property,

AS you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within the past
few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most industry sources stating
that the spectrum wiJl be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999. and perhaps even
later than that In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services .
services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction
In addition to
giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair
competitive advantag~ in relation to other wireless information service providers

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and governmental ("PEG")
access to the broadcast media. Non-eommercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for c:rca1inl IIld

promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access suppons distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities
and individuals the abiJit)' to generate and disseminate Information using the vastly increased c8.1'T)'ing capacity of
digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrUm at auction eould help our children and extend the
benefits of the Infonnation Superhighway to an.

We respectfully uriC the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in abeyance until such
time as the broadcasting indusrry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use
of their property.

ct·~'
ChuIM~~~~~~~
Executive Director
Cape Cod Community Television

cc. Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 614
Washington, DC 20554
FAX: 202-418-2801

NAY .. 8 1997

Federal Communications Commission
Office of SecP.lt!ry

Dear Chatrman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media. fellow users of my community access
center, non-profit groups around the country. and American taxpayers. I respectfully
urge you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to
the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them. and to
demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use
of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced Within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital
television" have been delayed. With most industry sources stating that the spectrum
will be used for the purposes for which it was tntended no earlier than 1999. and
perhaps even later than that- In the meantime. it Is Wtely that they w1ll beg1n to use
the spectrum for non·television services -- services for which the rest of the Wireless
telecommunications indusUy has paid market-based rates at public auction. In
addition to giVing away a valuable public resource. this move will also have the effect
of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless
infonnation service providers.

-------

cc: Edward 0, Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

This is $70 bUllon that could be used to provide support for public. educational and
govenunental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non·comrnerc1al, non-profit PEG
is a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local
affairs. PEG access supports distance learning. community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an
opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and
disseminate Information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital
teleVision- Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our
children and extend the benefits of the Infonnatlon Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to
adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely.

!f!tZ
Executive Director

2086 Waycr-oss Road, Forest Perk, OH 45240-2717 513-825-2429 Fax: 513·825·2745
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MAYn 6 1997
The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Federal Communi~Iions Commission
Office ofS9!ir9tlly

BY FAX: ZQZ=U8·Z801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media. fellow users of my community access center,
non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of
the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until such a time as
they are ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for
their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within
the past few weeks that their plans (0 implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most industry
sources stating that the spectrwn will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than
1999, and perhaps even later than that In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the
spectrum for non-television services--services. for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications
industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public
resource, this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in
relation to other wireless infonnation service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and governmental
("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-rommerciaJ, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for
creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance leaming,
community involvement and democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an
opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to genemte and disseminate infonnation
using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital
spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Infonnation Superhighway to all.

se valuable licenses until such
pensate American taXpayers for

Kushner
Executive Director
Evanston Community Media Center
1285 Hartrey Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202

Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance 0

time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequ y
the use of their property.

cc:

.... - _t_ .."'""" IQA7\ A~Q.2510 fax (847) 869-2513
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March 26, 1997

B()HON lJNlvER~ITY

COMMllNJC/\TJONS, INC.

1(,(,0 Soldie", Fjeld Road

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Northwest
Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

~~ ~;=[: ;.J'~:.'
~ a",r. ,.,j .'_

MAY ~- 8 1997
Federal Communications Commission

Office of SeCf9t!lY

I am writing to express my concern regarding' the power levels being
proposed for UHF stations upon transition to DTV. It is 'my understanding
that both the Commission's and MSTV's proposed table of power allotments
would put UHF stations at an even greater disadvantage vis a vis VHF
stations than currently exists.

As the Licensee of WABU, CH 68 in Boston, we have only recently
managed to achieve signal coverage parity with the other stations in the
market. To achieve this we purchased, at substantial costs, and re-activated
two dark UHF stations as satellites of CH 68. If the proposed power levels for
UHF's are approved the value of these investments would be substantially
reduced.

Programs such as our 80 Red Sox Baseball games, original local
programming, news, college sports, etc. would be unavailable to many of our
existing viewers under the proposed allocation.

In addition, we bear an even greater burden than most UHF
broadcasters. Three of our four stations are within the frequencies targeted by
the transition to D1V, CH 58, Vineyard Haven, CH 68, Boston, and our LPTV

.CH 67, Dennis MA.

The proposed allotments would further increase the advantage of VHF
stations and compound the suppression of UHF stations. We were of the
opinion it was the Commission's intent to replicate the signal coverage area
of the existing stations in the DTV assignments; however, the proposed
assignments do not appear to accomplish this objective. They would permit
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the VHF stations to increase their coverage area, and diminish the power of
the UHF stations to the point where it becomes questionably whether their
DTV signal would be receivable on an indoor antenna even within our
existing Grade A contour.

Under this proposed arrangement many viewers who can not afford
cable TV, and who therefore rely on an indoor antenna to receive over the air
TV broadcast signal would be deprived of all but the former VHF stations.

Moreover, it is likely that such diminished UHF signals could now fail
to deliver satisfactory signals to all the cable systems head-ins within their
coverage area.

We respectfully request the Commission to reject all efforts to force
approval of the proposed allocation table until ample time has passed to
allow sufficient thoughtful discussions to protect against the possible
irrevocable harm which would result from an incorrect and unfair allocation
by the April target date.

Cordially,

e
RDG/ pap

'£
ordon
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March 28, 1997

1997
Fedelll Com~Unjca1jOl'lS Commission

Office of Secrmry

Commissioner RacheUe B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Commissioner Jar.nes.H. QueUo . MAY 8
Federal CommumcatlOns Comml~~h···

1919 M Street. NW
Washington. DC 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Chainnan Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Public Interest Obligations for Digital Television Licensees

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

We are writing to urge you to require television broadcast licensees to compensate the public
with new. specific and enforceable public interest obligations in exchange for the right to use
additional, free publicly-owned spectrum to convert to digital television.

As the Commission completes its consideration of whether. and how, to award digital tel
evision licenses, there appears to be some doubt as to whether the Commission will condition
these new licenses on broadcasters' future compliance with new. specific and enforceable public
interest obligations. As we understand it. the specific obligations would be adopted by a future
Commission, which would have the benefit of the recommendations of the President's newly
formed Advisory Committee on Public Interest Obligations of Digital Television Broadcasters.

The importance of a Commission determination to condition the grant of new digital television
licenses on new and specific public interest obligations cannot be understated. The imminent
award - without charge - of exclusive access to billions of dollars worth of publicly-owned spec
trum for digital television will permit broadcasters to provide multiple channel feeds. including
new program and pay services. It would be outrageous corporate welfare - and contrary to the
plain language of Section 201 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 - not to require a dividend
of public service in exchange for this multi-billion dollar gift of a scarce and valuable public
resource.

To obtain Congressional permission to this new monopoly control of twice as much spectrum
as before. broadcasters claimed that they are unique in their service to the public interest. All
we ask is that you make this commitment specific and enforceable.

Sincerely,

Benton Foundation
Kathy Bonk, Executive Director

Communications Consortium MeJia Center
Center for Media Education
Coalition for Diversity of Ownership
Common Cause
Consumer Federation ofAmerica
Free TVfor Straight Talk Coalition
League of United Latin American Citizens
League ofWomen Voters ofthe United States

Media Access Project
OMB Watch
National School Boards Association
Natural Resources Defense Council
People for the American Way Action Fund
Public Campaign
Public Citizen
United States Catholic Conference
us Public Interest Research Group (PIRG)

r~::·'d----
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1707 L STREET, NW
SUITE 400
WASHINGTON, DC 20036

~~v

Chairman Reed E. Hundt
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

" "}

_____________________~---I
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JOSHUA HANIG
701 CRESTMOORE PLACE MARINA DEL REY CALIFORNIA 90291 (310) 305-1610

March 28, 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Feeleral Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554
BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

MAY .. 8 1997

federal CommURlci!.lIons Commission
Office ofSecr9tlly

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access
center, non-profit groups around the country, and Americantaxpayers, I respectfully urge
you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the
broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to
demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of
pUblic property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television"
have been delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for
the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than
that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television
services -- services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has
paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public
resource, this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive
advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-prof~ PEG is
a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs.
PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse
over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly
increased carrying capacity of dlgitar television. Funds generated by the sale of digital
spectrum at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information
Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses
in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to
adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

Joshua Hanig

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

....ro .... ',.~
~";--..; ~'------
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554
FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

NAY ... a1997

federal Communications Commission
Office of Secretary

I respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until
such time as it is ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry
have announced in the last few weeks that their plans to implement
"digital television" have been delayed, with most industry sources stating ;/
that the speetrom will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no
earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is
likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services
-- services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry
has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away
a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of
giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other
wireless infonnation service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public,
educational and governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media.
Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports
distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information
using the vastly inaeased carrying capacity of digital television- Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help extend the benefits of
the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyance until the broadcasting industry indicates its
willingness to adequately compensate taxpayers for the use of public property.

s~'ncere)y,
v\.."-.~\.l,., ~.,

Pr fe sor John McManus --

----------------------
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March 28, 1997

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washingto~ DC 20554
FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

1 respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to
delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television industry until
such time as it is ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public prop
erty.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry
have announced in the last few weeks that their plans to implement
"digital television" have been delayed, with most industry sources stating
that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no
earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is
likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services
-- services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry
has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away
a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of
giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other
wireless infonnation service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public,
educatioMl ~d governmental (''PEG'') access to the broadcast media.
Non-commercial, non-pJ:"ofit PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
promotmg citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports
distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit
entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information
using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children
and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses in abeyan~until such. time as the broadcasting industry
indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for
the use of their property.

Since y, r:/7.~.... -/
~D'tL~. .-

~ a Stuchinsky r

cc: Edward O. Fritts, National Association of Broadcasters
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The Hon. Reed Hundt. Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

1.;'.C.l
~:;.fI

MAy ..... 8 1997
Federal Communiattlons Commission

Office of Secr9bly

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media. fellow users of my
community acces~ r~ntp.r, non-pro;it groups around the country, and Amer\can
taxpny~r~. I respect;ully urge you and other membcr3 of the Commission Lo
delay issuing "digital n license.s to the broadcast television induslr-y unti 1
such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand tha~ television
broadcQster~ rnmpensote the federal government for their use of public properLy.

As you may know, n numner of repr.sen~atives of the broadcasting industry
have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement
"digitnl tplp.vi~\on" have been delayed. with most industry sources slating
that th~ ~pprtrum will be u~ed for the purposes for which it was intended no
earlier than 1999, and perhaps eycn later than that. In the meanLime, it is
Hkely LhaL Llu.:y will begin to use the speLLr'um for' non-television services
-- servicQ$ for which the re~t of the wireless te\ecommun\cQtiorl~ industry
has paid mal"ket-bust:!d rates at public audiurr. In addiLion to g'Lving away
a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of
giving broadca~lers an unfair competitive advanlage in r~\utiurl to other
wtreless in(ol"malion s~r'yice providers.

This is ~70 billion thnt could b. used to provide support for public,
educational and governmental ("PEG") a~~e~~ to the broadcast medtu.
Non COllllllcl"ctal. non-profH peG is a highly :>uL\..t:lssful model for creating and
promoting ctltzen invulY~m~nt in local affairs_ PEG access supports
di.stance learning, community i.nvol ...elll~nL un(j democrattc dtscourse ovel' Q

variety of media. Now the Commission has an opporLurlity to give non-profit
entitie$ and individuals the ability to generate and di.sseminate informaLion
using tne VQstly increased ca~rying capacity or digtLal t~l~vision. Funds
gcncr'ut~cl ~y the sale of digttal speclrum al uULtion could help our children
and extend the benefits or the Informutiun Superhighway to all.

We rp.~r~\tflJlly lIrg~ the Commission to hold the is:50uance of thesc
valuable licenses in abcytlflLtl ufltl 1 such time as the b,·oadcasU."y i.rIlJu:!>tr·y
\~d\cotes its willingness to ude~uutely compensal~ Ameri~un taxpayers for
th. use of their properly.

Co·

CA 94904

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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The Hon. Reed Hundt. Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418·2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

U,TE FiLED MAY_ 8 1991

Fedelil Com!"uniC!!,{lons Commission
OffIce of S9cr~/)'

On behalf of the AlJiance for Community Media, fellow users of my community
access center, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I
respectfully urge you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital"
licenses to the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use
them, and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government
for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television"
have been delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for
the purposes for which it was intended no earlier than 1999. and perhaps even later
than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non
television services •• services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications
industry has paid market·based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a
valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an
unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit
PEG is a highly successful model for creating and
promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance learning,
community involvement and democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the
Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to
generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of
digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help
our children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its
willingneGs to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

S:~"'IY. 4'
..~ . ,-~~/, ,-

'Dane Henry
2145 E. Dickinson Ave
Decatur, IL 62521,
cc; Edward O. Fritts, National Association of Broadcasters



The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. Suite 814
VVash~ton. DC 20554

BYFAX: (202) 418-2801

713 524 3823FAX NO,

DOCKET FILE CopyORIGINAL

ACCESS HOUSTON

March 20, 1997

~20-97 THU 5:59 PM
1
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Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media. fellow users of my
community access center. non~protlt groups around the country. and
American taxpayers. I respectfully urge you and other members of the
Comm1ssion to delay Issuing "digital" l1censes to the broadcast television
industry untU such time as they are ready to use them. and to demand
that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their
use of public property.

3900 Milam
Houston TeXIs 77006

713.524.7700
fax 713.524.3823

http://YIWW.accesshOuSfOn·Ol'a

As you may know. a number of representatives of the broadcasting AY
industry have announced within the past few weeks that their plans to -. 8 f~91
Implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most industry
sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which FllQe/1/ ;:mcat,ons Commission
it was intended no earlier than 1999. and perhaps even later than that otSecma,y
In the meantime. it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for
non-television services -~ services for which the rest of the w1reless
telecommumcations industry has paid market-based rates at public
auct1on. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource. this move
Will also have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive
advantage 1n relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is 870 bUl10n that could be used to provide support for pUbl1c.
educational and governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media.
Non-commercial. non-profit PEG 1s a highly successful model for creating
and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports
distance learning. community Involvement and democratic discourse over
a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non
profit entitles and ind1Viduals the ability to generate and disseminate
infonnation using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital
television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction
could help our children and extend the benefits of the Information
Superhighway to all.

I

reo'd J- I
I---'---'---'---------t A Sfrvia of

Acuss Hw.sltm
CablI Ctnporation,
Q .'OJ(cJ(JJ

cc: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

We respectfUlly urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these
valuable licenses In abeyance until suc:h time as the broadcasting industlY
indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers
for the use of their property.

Sincerely.

~ L!~ ~~----S:::S:wer;:~-
R. Vince Hamilton
General Manager
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418·2801
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MAY 8 1991

Dear Chairman Hundt: hUll'll liommumcatlons Commission
Office of Secl'8taly /'

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users or my community access
center, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge
you and other members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast
television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number ofrepresentatives of the broadcasting industry have announced
within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed,
with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it
was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is likely
that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services··services for which the rest
of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In
addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect of giving
broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless infonnation service
providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highl)' successful model for creating and promotjng citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and
individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased
carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at
auction could help our children and extend tbe benefits of the Infonnation Superhighway to aB.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willin~'l1ess to adequately
compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

Sincerely,

Devena L. McLaurine
10019 Southwick Court
Fredericksburg, VA 22407

c\;; Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

------ ..__._--..__._-----
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3';:1 Eas[ Main 5[ree~
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1(,081 873·6677

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

NAY ·8 1991

Dear Chairman Hundt /'/1/
'<:0

On behalf of the City of Stoughton, fellow users of my community access center, non-
profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other
members of the Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast television
industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been
delayed. with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for
which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime.
it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services--serviCEls for which
the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at pUblic
auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the
effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage In relation to other wireless
information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educatlonal and
governmental ("PEG") access to the broadcast media, Non-commercial. nor.-profit PEG
is a highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local
affairs. PEG access supports distance learning, community involvement and
democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity
to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate
information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. !=unds
generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children and extend
the benefits of the Information superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable
licenses in abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its
Willingness to adequately compensate American taxpayers for the use of the,r property.

Sincerely,~ \ \ _""'''-.-'\c; o.e.("· . \
;6~ S~··~"11d"

50' vJ 8e.)~ c\.r-t

S ""<." ~ Co oJ"'....dS ~o~')"" r~'" \.oU\. "1 ') I)

CC: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters

No. of Copias r8C'(1 ~
ListABCDE
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7907 Southeast Roslyn Street
Milwaukie, Oregon 97222·1052

503·775·5746
snider@imagina.com

The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

BY FAX: (202) 418-2801

Dear Chairman Hundt:

On behalf of the Alliance for Community Media, fellow users of my community access
center, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you
and other members of the Commission to delay i!i!iuing "digital" licenses to the broadcast
television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that television
hroadcasters compensate the federal government for their use of public property.

As you may know, a number of representatives of Lhe broadcasting industry have
announced within the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have
been. delayed, with most industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes
for which it was intended no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the
meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the spectrum for non-television services -
services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications industry has paid market-based
rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public resource, this move will also
have the effect of giving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in relation to other
wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and
governmental (l'PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a
highly successful model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG
access supports distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a
variety of media. Now the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and
individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying
capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could
help our children and extend the benefits of the Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance of these valuable licenses in
abeyance until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately
compensate American taxpayers for the use of their property.

c: Edward O. Fritts
National Association of Broadcasters
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The Hon. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, Suite 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

MAY -- 8 1991
Federal CommumcaLlons 110mmission

Office of Secreta/y

On behalfofthe Alliance for Community Media, fellow users ofmy community access center
know as Access Fort Wayne, non-profit groups around the country, and American taxpayers, I
respectfully urge you and other members ofthe Commission to delay issuing "digital" licenses to
the broadcast television industry until such time as they are ready to use them, and to demand that
television broadcasters compensate the federal government for their use ofpublic property.

As you may know, a number of representatives ofthe broadcasting industry have announced within
the past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed, with most
industry sources stating that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended
no earlier than 1999, and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will
begin to use the spectrum for non-television services -- services for which the rest ofthe wireless
telecommunications industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving
away a valuable public resource, this move will also have the effect ofgiving broadcasters an
unfair competitive advantage in relation to other wireless information service providers.

This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public, educational and governmental
("PEG") access to the broadcast media. Non-commercial, non-profit PEG is a highly successful
model for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports
distance learning, community involvement and democratic discourse over a variety of media. Now
the Commission has an opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate
and disseminate information using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television.
Funds generated by the sale of digital spectrum at auction could help our children
and extend the benefits ofthe Information Superhighway to all.

We respectfully urge the Commission to hold the issuance ofthese valuable licenses in abeyance
until such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate
American taxpayers for the use oftheir property.

Erik S. Mollberg
1319 112 West Wayne Street
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802
cc: Edward O. Fritts

National Association of Broadcasters

Sincerely,

E/~{tfc~


